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August 12, 2010
Dear Members and Families of the Class of 2011:

I hope you are enjoying a healthy and relaxing summer vacation.  As the Dean of Students, I have the pleasure of officially welcoming you to your senior year.  In just ten months, we will be assembled beneath the graduation tree to celebrate your accomplishments and mark your transition to college and the world beyond Oakwood.  
In preparation for this momentous event, you will be aided significantly by your advisor and advisory group.  Your advisor is your advocate, and also serves as the liaison between the school and your parents.  During your weekly meetings, you will address the college planning and application process, in addition to any academic and social issues which may arise.  
As this year’s senior class, you play an integral role within the school as the leaders of our student community, both formally and informally.  At Oakwood, we acknowledge the importance of building a strong and cohesive senior class; the school has a longstanding tradition of beginning this process with an exciting and challenging orientation trip.   
The following are some important details regarding the trip:

· Both the Orientation Trip and the Senior Evaluation Trip in the spring are mandatory and required for graduation.

· There is a fee of $300 to cover the cost of the senior trips.  Should you require financial assistance, please see the attached permission form for further information.
· The Orientation Trip begins in the Meeting Room at 9:00AM on Wednesday, September 8.

· You will return in the early afternoon on Friday, September 10.

· The dormitories will open at 6:00PM on Tuesday, September 9 for senior boarders.

· Boarding students may stay in the dorm Friday and Saturday night before orientation.

· Before departure, all bags will be checked for inappropriate contents.

· All medical forms need to be turned in to the school nurse prior to the trip.
This year’s trip will take place at Taconic Outdoor Education Center in Cold Spring, NY.  Our group will be staying in several cabins and we will eat meals provided by the dining facility.  The trip’s itinerary consists of hiking, college counseling jump start sessions, individual and group reflection, and the high and low ropes course at the outdoor education center.  To ensure that you may participate in all activities, please follow the attached packing list.  Also, students should be prepared to talk about where you are in the college planning process.  Please complete the attached permission form and return it to me either by mail or fax.

It is important to note that the Orientation Trip happens to coincide this year with Rosh Hashanah.  Should this present a conflict with family or religious obligations, please contact me as soon as possible.

Ii you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me at jsrobbins@oakwoodfriends.org or call my office at extension 260.  I look forward to seeing you in September!
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Sincerely,






Jeremy Robbins






Dean of Students

Packing List for the Fall 2010 Senior Trip

· sleeping bag

· pillow (optional)

· two pairs of comfortable shorts, t-shirts, and underwear

· one pair of pants and a long-sleeve shirt

· jacket or sweatshirt
· rain jacket or poncho

· shoes appropriate for hiking

· sandals

· bathing suit

· snacks
· towel

· basic toiletries – toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, shampoo, deodorant

· sunscreen and bug repellant

· camera

· canteen or durable water bottle

· flashlight

Please note:

· Feel free to bring your guitar, soccer ball, Frisbee, playing cards, or board games.

· Please do not bring electronic devices, such as mp3 players or video games.  
· Cell phones will be permitted for calling home on the return ride, however you will be asked to leave them turned off during the trip.  Cell service at the camp will most likely be minimal.  

Fall 2010 Senior Program Orientation Trip Permission Form
______________________________________ will be participating in the Senior Program Orientation Trip from Wednesday, September 8 until Friday, September 10, 2010.  

The cost (which includes both the fall and spring trips) is $300 per student.  

( Check this box if your payment is attached.

( Check this box for the Business Office to bookbill your account (option available only to families of boarding students).
( Check this box if you would like to request financial assistance for the cost of the trip.

In signing this form, I/we understand that all Oakwood Friends School rules apply during this trip.

Signature of student: _________________________________________

Signature of parent/guardian:___________________________________

Please list three emergency contacts (parents may be included) for the use of the advisors leading this trip:


name and relationship to student

phone number(s)
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2.

3.
