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Oakwood Friends School  

Mission Statement  

 
Oakwood Friends School, guided by 
Quaker principles, educates and 
strengthens young people for lives of 
conscience, compassion and accom-
plishment.   Students experience a chal-
lenging curriculum within a diverse 
community, dedicated to nurturing the 
spirit, the scholar, the artist and the ath-
lete in each person. 
 
To fulfill this mission, Oakwood Friends offers each student 
 
          · an academically challenging program in preparation for 
 college 
           
          · a shared search for truth through Friends Meeting for  
 Worship and the unique Quaker process of decision making 
           
          · an opportunity for growth in a community of cultural and 
 ethnic diversity and close, supportive friendships 
 
          · an awareness of physical well-being through sports, physical  
            education and instruction in health 
 
          · an opportunity for participation in the arts 
 
          · an experience of off-campus community service to   
             strengthen effectiveness, responsibility and participation in   
             the wider world. 
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The Academic Program  

Our course offerings are designed to teach students to think 
critically, to analyze and evaluate carefully, and to be open to 
ideas.  Literature, scientific experiments and historical re-
search are all pursued with an intent to discover relation-
ships, absorb new knowledge, and discard unfounded no-
tions ñ in other words, to search for truth.  Our arts cours-
es emphasize the process of creation, through which stu-
dents may experience their growth and development imme-
diately and directly. Interdisciplinary seminars and electives 
are grounded in commitment to both traditional fields of 
study and contemporary issues.  Our physical education pro-
gram is based on sports and games played in an atmosphere 
that emphasizes cooperation and sportsmanship.  Special 
Offerings include courses in the Academic Support Center 
and English as a Second Language. 
 
Students are assigned an advisor to help in the process of 
registering for courses.  In addition, the Head of Upper 
School/Assistant Head for Academics is available for aca-
demic counseling. 
 
Oakwood Friends School admits students of any race, color, 
religion, ethnic or national origin to all programs and privi-
leges made available to its students. Admissions and finan-
cial aid decisions are made regardless of race, color, religion, 
ethnic or national origin. The School reserves the right to 
change or modify any programs, provisions, offering, re-
quirement, or fee at any time in accordance with its purposes 
and objectives. 
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CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 
 
Diligent effort, serious thought, and full engagement with aca-
demic work is expected of all students by the Oakwood Friends 
faculty. Students are responsible for appropriate classroom con-
duct: daily cooperation, participation in class, and thor-
ough preparation. 
 
Oakwood Friends School is a place where we value a comforta-
ble and respectful rapport between adults and students. To sup-
port this climate, it is essential that students distinguish between 
informality and behavior that detracts from the smooth running 
of a class. Deliberately disrupting a class, repeated lateness, or 
defacing classroom equipment are examples of behavior that 
interrupt studentsõ opportunity to learn and a teacherõs ability to 
teach. This kind of behavior is not appropriate. 
 
Teachers at Oakwood Friends are available for one-on-one sup-
port and consultation at designated times. 
 
ACADEMIC STATUS 
 
As a way of providing academic support and evaluation, the 
faculty distinguishes among the following categories: 
 
INDEPENDENT STATUS (IS)  
Students who have demonstrated to the faculty their ability to 
structure their own study time will be placed on IS.  Conse-
quently, they are not required to study in assigned areas and are 
also granted "open campus" privileges (they may study in the 
library, work in the computer center, or receive extra help from 
a teacher without obtaining faculty permission first).  IS board-
ing students may leave campus in the evening only with direct 
permission from the Administrator on Duty (AOD) and/or the 
on-duty dorm faculty.   
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Students may earn IS status by meeting the following terms.  
Academically, IS students must be on good academic standing, 
have a B (3.0) average with no grades below a B-, and have no 
cuts in a term.  They also must have established a pattern of 
completing assignments on time, have no outstanding incom-
pletes, and have proven they are not disruptive in class.  Social-
ly, IS students must be on social good standing.  Furthermore, 
IS students may not be disruptive in the dorm or study hall, 
may not have any dorm violations for three months, and must 
fully meet all commitments (Community Service, sports practic-
es, games, Meeting for Worship, Advisory, activities, Collection 
and Community Meeting).  IS students are closely reviewed at 
the end of each marking period.  Students new to Oakwood 
will be eligible for IS after the completion of one full term. 
 
ACADEMIC GOOD STANDING  
Students in this category are achieving a satisfactory level of 
performance and fulfilling the normal requirements for gradua-
tion. Unless notified otherwise, students may assume that they 
are in good standing. 
 
ACADEMIC PROBATION  
Students who have failed to maintain a C (2.0) or better average 
in academic courses for the most recently completed term or 
who have failed to maintain a C or better average for the year 
will be placed on Academic Probation.  The Head of Upper 
School may suspend from participation in activities those stu-
dents who are on Academic Probation. 
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STRUCTURED FEEDBACK STATUS 
Structured Feedback is one of the academic support systems avail-
able at Oakwood Friends.  The purpose of Structured Feedback is 
to provide frequent information from teachers to a student, par-
ents, his or her advisor, and the Head of Upper School concerning 
a student's academic performance. 
 
Structured Feedback applies to a) all students on Academic Proba-
tion, b) students who have been placed on Structured Feedback by 
either the Head of Upper School or due to grades lower than C-, 
and c) those incoming students whose academic record is weak. 
 
The structured feedback program includes a biweekly review of 
progress which will be provided to students and advisors.  Period-
ic updates of progress will be provided for parents. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
Academic integrity is central to the values of the Oakwood 
Friends School community. Plagiarism is the act of misrepresent-
ing anotherõs work or ideas as being oneõs own. Plagiarism is a se-
vere violation of the trust Oakwood Friends School places in its 
students. Using anotherõs words or ideas without documentation 
in a presentation, paper, or assignment is unfair, not only to the 
original author but also oneself and others.  To ask for help, and 
to accept the consequences of not doing oneõs own work are im-
portant parts of learning and growing. Cheating and plagiarism 
create an atmosphere of suspicion, mistrust, and tension, which 
are unhealthy for the entire community and detract from the learn-
ing process. 
 
Students who cheat risk failure in the course, long-term suspen-
sion, or dismissal. All cheating and plagiarism offenses are cumula-
tive over a studentõs tenure at Oakwood Friends School. 
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ACADEMIC DISMISSAL  
Since we believe that all students admitted to Oakwood Friends 
can succeed in our program, our goal is to have no student dis-
missed for any reason.  To the extent that students and faculty 
work for it together, this is an entirely attainable goal.  However, 
there are circumstances under which we may find it necessary to 
dismiss a student. 
 
Students may not be invited to return if they fail half of their aca-
demic courses in any one trimester or have been on Academic 
Probation for two consecutive terms.  In addition, students may 
not be invited to return at the end of a trimester if they are 
deemed by the faculty to be detrimental to the community by vir-
tue of behavior or attitude.  Another reason for academic dismissal 
is ending the year on Academic Probation.  Such students will be 
invited to return only if the faculty concludes that it is in the best 
academic and personal interest of both the student and the school. 
 
STUDY HALLS 
Every student at Oakwood Friends School is invited to take a day-
time study hall to allow time to study and complete homework.  
Students not on Independent Status (IS) can expect to have all 
periods in which they are not taking a scheduled course filled with 
mandatory study halls.  Boarding students not on IS are required 
to attend evening study hall in the dorms.  Furthermore, students 
whom the Upper School Head deems to be having academic diffi-
culty may be required to attend special study halls at other times 
throughout the week. 
 
Members of the senior class not on IS, Academic Probation, or 
Social Probation can expect to have one free period during the 
academic day.  Any other periods without classes will be study 
halls. 
 
The Upper School Head maintains the right to assign study halls 
to students at any time. 
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STUDY TIME & PAUSE  
 
Throughout the week we set aside time for students to complete 
important work outside of the classroom.  Students are expected 
to use this time wisely.  Some appropriate uses of Study Time and 
Pause include seeking assistance from a classroom teacher or peer 
tutor, meeting with a study group, purchasing supplies from the 
campus book store, attending a club or committee meeting, partic-
ipating in community business such as bake sales and other fund 
raisers, speaking with an advisor, seeing the school nurse, or eating 
a snack. 
 
CLASS RANK 

In keeping with the tradition of the Society of Friends (Quakers), 
Oakwood Friends School does not rank its students nor does it 
calculate a GPA. We do offer other data to assist in the evaluation 
of performance of our students. The school does not give Aca-
demic Awards. Students who maintain at least a B average and are 
in good standing with the school can be placed on Independent 
Status, which is an academic honor.  
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Required:  Recommended: 

Course Credits Credits 

English 4 4 

Math 3 (Alg I, Geometry, 
Alg II or equivalents) 

4 

History 4 (including US His-
tory and Senior His-
tory Seminars) 

4 

Foreign Language 3 4 

Science 3 lab sciences 3 or 4 

Visual and Performing 
Arts combination 

1.3 2 

Health .5 .5 

Quakerism .3 .3 

Computer .3 (or equivalent) .3 

Physical Education 4 years 4 years 

   

Total Credits Required 19.5 20-24 

Graduation Requirements  

Please note: Graduation Requirements must be met by courses taken by 
the student while in high school.  
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EVALUATION OF STUDENTS  
The school year is divided into three terms. At midterm and at the 
end of the term, the faculty review student performance and grade 
reports are sent home to families.  Faculty advisors discuss progress 
with each of their advisees and write summary reports that are sent 
home at midterm.  At midterm, teachers will include an additional 
comment report if a studentõs grade is Cð or below or if the teacher 
wishes to report significant progress.  Additionally, teachers will 
communicate with parents and faculty advisors through an Academic 
Feedback Form as needed during the term. 

 
ADD/DROP PROCEDURES  
Students are encouraged to take full course loads and to discuss their 
registration options with both their advisor and their parents/
guardians. Registration for the next trimester is usually done in Advi-
sory two weeks prior to the end of a term.  However, with the ap-
proval of their teacher and the Upper School Head, students may 
add and drop courses without penalty during the first two weeks of a 
trimester.  Forms are available for this purpose.  After two weeks, 
students may drop a course only with the approval of the teacher and 
Upper School Head.  Usually a òWithdraw/Fail (WF)ó is the report-
ed grade.  On rare occasions, the Upper School Head, the faculty 
member and the advisor  will approve a òWithdraw (W)ó if there are 
extenuating circumstances. 

 
INDEPENDENT STUDY  
With faculty supervision, a student who has achieved I.S. may pursue 
independent academic study in a particular area of interest that is not 
included in the regular list of course offerings. No student may take 
more than one independent study course in a trimester. 
 

In order to undertake an independent study project, the student must 
submit a project proposal in writing to a faculty member and the 
Upper School Head. If the faculty member agrees to supervise the 
project, a written contract of agreement between the student and the 
teacher must be approved by the Upper School Head no later than 
one week after the beginning of the trimester. The method and form 
of evaluation are to be established by each student and teacher and 
included in the contract. 
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GRADING SYSTEM  

 

GRADE NUMBER RANGE  

A+ 
A 
A- 

97-100 
93-96 
90-92 

  
Outstanding 

B+ 
B 
B- 

87-89 
83-86 
80-82 

  

Above Average 

C+ 
C 
C- 

77-79 
73-76 
70-72 

  
Average 

D+ 
D 
D- 

67-69 
63-66 
60-62 

  
Minimally Passing 

F 0-60 Failure (No Credit) 

  
W              Withdraw     (no credit) 
W/F          Withdraw/Fail  (no credit)  
I                 Incomplete (no grade until all work is made up) 
P                Pass             (no credit) 
CR             Pass             (with credit) 
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ADVISOR PROGRAM 
Each student is officially connected to a faculty member who 
serves as his or her advisor.  Faculty advisors are instrumental 
in supporting students in their academic and social life at 
school.  They serve as a bridge between student and school and 
between student and home.  Faculty advisors help students de-
velop individual courses of study, monitor academic progress, 
and interpret midterm and end-of-term reports.  Faculty advi-
sors also give advice and assistance with nonacademic and per-
sonal issues.  Each faculty advisor has about five or six advisees 
and meets with them as a group at least once a week.  Faculty 
advisors maintain lines of communication with each studentõs 
parents or guardians.  Parents are urged to contact faculty advi-
sors if they have any questions about their son or daughterõs 
progress. 
 
COLLEGE COUNSELING  
The College Counseling program is designed to make all stu-
dents aware of the multitude of postsecondary options and the 
academic preparation required to achieve their goals. The goal 
of the office is to educate and counsel students and families to 
help them make choices that reflect the interests, abilities, and 
needs of each student. The College Counseling program in-
cludes the following programs: 

Programs for parents and students to promote col-
lege awareness  
Student programs on writing the college essay and 
the application process 
Local college visits 
A quarterly newsletter that informs parents and stu-
dents on timely topics 
Trips to college fairs 
Financial aid education 



 

Page 15  

 
A Regularly updated College Resource Room that is 
available to all students and parents 
Parent and student individual meetings 
Access to The Best College Fit, a valuable resource 
for the College process  
Visits from approximately fifty college representa-
tives 

 
The College Counselor works closely with the Senior Class Ad-
visors to guide seniors and their parents through the college 
application process in the fall of the senior year and continues 
to advise students as they sort through financial aid and admis-
sion offers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oakwoodfriends.org/08upperschool/documents/BCFSchoolFlyer_4_000.pdf
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
ENGLISH  
 
Requirement:  Four years of English 
 
The goal of the Oakwood Friends School English Department 
is to create well-rounded English students who can read com-
prehensively, write expressively, and communicate fluently.   
To this end, students take courses designed to acquaint them 
with a variety of authors as well as expose them to the various 
aspects of composition and speech. 
 
Students read texts varying greatly in both era and origin. The 
curriculum aims to expose students to the diversity of the writ-
ten word from ancient Greek plays to twenty-first century nov-
els, as well as texts from countries all around the world. Stu-
dents write extensively throughout the curriculum, with a focus 
on close textual analysis and formation of original analytical 
arguments. Students learn the mechanics of expression as well 
as composition form and writing style.  The ability to com-
municate fluently is practiced in class discussion, cooperative 
learning groups, and one-on-one dialogue with the teacher. Vo-
cabulary development is stressed throughout the program. 
 
Note: books and authors listed in course descriptions are as 
specific as possible.  Course content  may vary somewhat from 
year to year. 
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ENGLISH  

303 ENGLISH ELEVEN :   
This course is designed to ex-
pose students to American Liter-
ature from 1840 to 1940.  Stu-
dents  read a variety of American 
authors of this period including 
Emerson, Whitman, Dickinson, 
Crane, Jewett, Hemingway, Fitz-
gerald, and Faulkner.  Students 
are exposed to the literary move-
ments of the period including 
Transcendentalism, Romanti-
cism, Realism, Naturalism, and 
Modernism.   
(Fall/Winter Terms, two thirds  
credit) 

301 ENGLISH NINE : 
A major objective of the English 
Nine  program is to increase stu-
dent knowledge of the way lan-
guage works to produce a variety 
of literary genres: the novel, the 
short story, poetry and drama.  
The course is also designed to 
show students the elements of a 
good paper, including composi-
tion form, a mature writing style, 
proper paper mechanics, and con-
tent generation.  Class time in-
cludes thoughtful discussion, indi-
vidual and cooperative learning.  
Exposure to vocabulary will also 
be part of the course.  Core texts 
include Shakespeare's Romeo and 
Juliet, Salinger's Catcher in the 
Rye, and Twain's Huckleberry 
Finn, as well as a number of short 
stories and poems. (full year/one 
credit) 

302 ENGLISH TEN:  
English Ten  is a year-long 
course in World and Multicultur-
al Literature.  Students consider 
questions of identity, origin, and 
the concept of home.  Authors 
of course texts may include 
Achebe, Cisneros, Paton, Shake-
speare, Kafka, and others from 
all over the world.  Vocabulary 
and usage study supplement the 
textual work.  A hallmark of the 
English Ten experience is the 
comprehensive research paper .   
(full year/one credit) 

 
312 ENGLISH TWELVE :   
The twelfth grade year focuses 
on college level work with an 
emphasis on elevated composi-
tion, including expository writ-
ing.  The reading and writing 
load is intense and mirrors that 
of a college course. Students read 
a variety of genres including po-
etry, fiction, drama, and nonfic-
tion.  Reading selections span 
four centuries and four coun-
tries.  Students work in depth 
with literary elements, terminolo-
gy, and cultivate essential close 
reading skills in preparation for 
college work. 
(Fall/Winter Terms, two thirds  
credit) 



                                   ENGLISH  
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304 ADVANCED  PLACEMENT 
ENGLISH  LITERATURE  
This course for seniors is designed to 
serve as a bridge between high school 
and college level English classes.   Stu-
dents tackle a variety of challenging 
poems, novels, plays, and essays that 
span four centuries.  Exploration of 
these works includes reading, written 
reflection and analysis, and discussion.  
The AP examination in English Litera-
ture comes near the end of the year. 
Students work on the skills and 
knowledge necessary to perform well 
on that exam, but the goals of the 
course extend far beyond a single ex-
am.  Active student engagement in all 
aspects of the course is required.  This 
course has specific requirements for 
admission and is taken in lieu of Eng-
lish 12.  
 
Prerequisites: 
End of year grade of Að or higher in English 
11, a minimum score of 550 on SAT Criti-
cal Reading, and permission of instructor. 

JUNIOR/SENIOR  
ENGLISH ELECTIVES  
 
During the third trimester of 
11th and 12th grades, English 11 
and English 12 students choose 
an elective to complete the yearõs 
English requirement.   
 
Recent 11th/12th grade English 
electives have included: 
 

Post-Modern Literature 

Dystopian Literature 

Truman Capote 

Film as Literature 

American Literature II 

Literature of the Self 

Literature of Enlightenment 

Faulkner, Fitzgerald and 
Frost 

 

316 PUBLIC SPEAKING:  
In this course students explore a variety of styles and modes of com-
municating with multiple opportunities for verbal presentation.  Students 
examine the art of public speaking through writing, critical analysis, and 
work in large and small groups.  Students learn ways of overcoming fear, 
shyness, or insecurities in public speaking through technical and practical 
means.  Source materials for presentations are drawn from the English 
Department curriculum, and may include poetry and fiction, as well as 
other subjects of interest.  The emphasis is on developing comfort with 
vocal range, physical stance, and logical and articulate presentation of 
written work.  Students focus on presenting their work with confidence 
and ownership, while also practicing the art of active listening and con-
sideration of others. All are encouraged to take this class; required for all interna-
tional students. (Offered each term /one third credit.) 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGES  
 
Oakwood Friends School current offerings are French 
and Spanish.  Students are required to successfully com-
plete three years of language while enrolled in the upper 
school.  All students are strongly encouraged, however, 
to take language throughout their upper school career.  
In the upper levels, instruction is exclusively in French 
or Spanish, and the student is expected to use only the 
language of instruction in class. Upper School students must maintain a 
level of proficiency in order to advance to the next level. A grade of C or 
higher is required to pass from one course to the next course in the se-
quence and receive credit towards graduation. 

  
Students new to Oakwood Friends School are asked to take  placement exams 

to determine the appropriate level of instruction. Placement exams are arranged 

by the Academic Office. 

 
Each level is a full year/one credit course:                                                       

 
501  FRENCH I                          
502  FRENCH II                        
503  FRENCH III                      
504  FRENCH IV                       
509  AP FRENCH                      

Foreign Languages  

505 SPANISH I    
506 SPANISH II  
507 SPANISH III  
508 SPANISH IV  
511 AP SPANISH 
                                                                               


